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ABSTRACT 
The current study aimed at investigating the contribution of land redistribution 
programme towards poverty alleviation in Misgund development project. The 
study was conducted in the Eastern Cape Province within Cacadu District at 
Koukamma Local Municipality in a rural town of Misgund. 
The study employed qualitative research method, with a sample of ten project 
beneficiaries who are both men and women. The unstructured interviews 
were used to collect data for the study and supplemented by scholarly texts, 
journals articles, policy documents, reports, newspapers and magazines 
articles. The data was analysed using coding, listing, categorising and content 
analysis as data analysis methods. After the data was analysed it was 
interpreted to obtain information to address problems and come up with 
recommendations.  
The study revealed the effects that the land redistribution programme has in 
the lives of the rural people of Misgund, which include amongst others, 
poverty alleviation, women empowerment and job creation. The involvement 
of the project beneficiaries in the conception of the project and their 
participation in decision making is of importance as it contributes to the 
sustainability of the project. 
It is recommended that the Department of Land Reform should consider 
involving the communities when deciding on the choice of the project that will 
be funded, so as to obtain information and history of the project to be 
purchased. It is also important to determine the estimated time of harvesting 
and when the project will start producing dividends so as to sensitise the 
project beneficiaries. 
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CHAPTER 1 
INTRODUCTION 
1.1 RESEARCH QUESTION 
How land redistribution since 1996 contributed in poverty alleviation in 
Misgund development project? 
1.2 THE RESEARCH AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
1. To investigate how land redistribution policy contribute towards poverty 
alleviation with regards to women. 
2. To contribute within the development studies or social sciences 
discipline. 
3. To come up with recommendations that will assist towards policy 
improvement 
1.3 SUMMARY OF CHAPTERS 
Chapter Two, the literature review chapter presents the following sections. 
Firstly, the background of the land reform programme is discussed, with land 
redistribution as one of the land reform programmes. Secondly, observations 
that were done on land reform programmes in Sub-Saharan Africa are 
addressed, so as to compare the programme effect with other countries. 
Thirdly, a focus is given to the issue of women empowerment and poverty 
alleviation. Fourthly, the chapter presents an overview of the progress of the 
land redistribution programme in South Africa from 1996 until 2014, to include 
a critical review of the work of other scholars who did research on land 
redistribution and its contribution in poverty alleviation in the provinces of 
South Africa.  
The fifth issue to be addressed in Chapter Two is the literature on the lack of 
progress and challenges that the land redistribution programme has 
encountered, with the view to critically identify the flaws and loopholes of the 
programme as reported by other scholars. The sixth item is a critical analysis 
of the successes and failures of the land redistribution programme with the 
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view to analyse different authors’ views of the programme. Finally, the 
conclusion will provide a summary of topics covered in the chapter.  
Chapter Three, the research methodology chapter, presents the following 
sections. Firstly, the research methodology will be described in terms of the 
research approach that will be utilised in this research and its relevance to the 
study. Secondly, there will be an account of how data will be obtained and the 
data collection method that will be used. Thirdly, the research description will 
be given, followed by, fourthly, an explanation of the reasons or the collection 
of data.  
The fifth issue to be addressed in Chapter Three is a description of the 
interviews as a data collection method and why they are the preferred method 
for the study. The sixth issue to be addressed in this chapter is the 
unstructured interview, which is the qualitative research method that is going 
to be utilised in the research. The seventh section concerns the secondary 
data that will supplement the primary data, with the view of giving reasons 
why are they included in the research. The eighth section concerns data 
analysis with the view of giving reasons for data analysis. 
The ninth section of Chapter Three concerns primary data analysis and the 
methods that will be used to analyse primary data in this study. The tenth 
section will describe how secondary data will be analysed. Finally, the 
conclusion will give the summary of the topics that have been covered in the 
chapter. 
Chapter Four presents the research findings.   It will cover, firstly, the role of 
women in the Misgund development project with the view to give a clear 
picture of what is taking place in the project with regards to women. Secondly, 
the land redistribution and job creation will be discussed, with the view of 
describing how land redistribution has created jobs in the project. Thirdly, the 
chapter presents a discussion of land redistribution and poverty alleviation 
with the aim of showing how land redistribution has contributed to poverty 
alleviation in the Misgund development project. Fourthly, there will be an 
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account of how land redistribution has has contributed to changing the 
people’s lives in Misgund. 
The fifth section provides an in-depth exploration of poverty alleviation with 
regards to women. The sixth section presents an account of life in the project 
before the land redistribution programme, where the land redistribution 
programme’s contribution to changing lives of the people of Misgund is dealt 
with in detail. The seventh section is an explanation of land redistribution and 
women’s empowerment. The eighth paragraph deals with women’s inclusion 
in the project as a priority, with the aim of giving reasons why women have to 
be given priority in the development programme. 
The ninth section of Chapter Four presents information on the extension of 
the programme to other communities with the view of presenting ideas on how 
the programme can be extended.. The tenth section deals with amendments 
that can be made in the land redistribution programme with the view of 
providing input to the land redistribution policies and their implementation. The 
eleventh section is a critical analysis of the research findings.  
Chapter Five presents recommendations with a view to making the 
programme more implementable and sustainable so as to reach as many 
communities as possible. 
Chapter Six gives the conclusion to the research, summarising the chapters 
covered in the research report.  
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CHAPTER 2 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
2.1 INTRODUCTION 
Chapter Two, the literature review chapter presents the following sections. 
Firstly, the background of the land reform programme is discussed, with land 
redistribution as one of the land reform programmes. Secondly, observations 
that were done on land reform programmes in Sub-Saharan Africa are 
addressed, so as to compare the programme effect with other countries. 
Thirdly, a focus is given to the issue of women empowerment and poverty 
alleviation. Fourthly, the chapter presents an overview of the progress of the 
land redistribution programme in South Africa from 1996 until 2014, to include 
a critical review of the work of other scholars who did research on land 
redistribution and its contribution in poverty alleviation in the provinces of 
South Africa.  
The fifth issue to be addressed in Chapter Two is the literature on the lack of 
progress and challenges that the land redistribution programme has 
encountered, with the view to critically identify the flaws and loopholes of the 
programme as reported by other scholars. The sixth item is a critical analysis 
of the successes and failures of the land redistribution programme with the 
view to analyse different authors’ views of the programme. Finally, the 
conclusion will provide a summary of topics covered in the chapter.  
2.2 BACKGROUND OF THE LAND REDISTRIBUTION PROGRAMME   
According to the Department of Land Affairs (1997) the purpose of the Land 
Redistribution programme is to provide the poor with land for residential and 
productive purposes in order to improve their livelihoods. The Ministry of 
Agriculture and Land Affairs (2000) makes mention of a sub-programme of 
Land Redistribution which is Land Redistribution for Agricultural Development 
(LRAD) and argues that LRAD is designed to provide grants to black South 
African citizens to access land specifically for agricultural purposes, or to 
make better use of land already accessed especially in communal areas.  
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This is to be achieved by contributing to the redistribution of 30% of the 
country’s agricultural land over 15 years, improving nutrition and incomes of 
the rural poor who want to farm on any scale, decongesting overcrowded 
former homeland areas and expanding opportunities for women and young 
people in the rural areas (Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reform, 2000). 
LRAD provides an excellent vehicle for redressing gender imbalances in land 
access and land ownership, and thus improving a lot of rural women and the 
households they may support (Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reform, 
2000). This sub-programme of land redistribution serve as a means of 
creating opportunities to enable women to develop in numerous spheres of 
life, thus giving them security against poverty and providing them with 
independent economic status, which in turn helps the government to meet its 
international commitments to poverty alleviation and gender equality. 
Hall, et al (2001) have argued that for land reform to have more substantial 
impact on livelihoods and local economy, new ways have to be found of 
redistributing land and supporting emerging farmers.  This will, in turn, require 
new ways of interpreting land reform policy so that it promotes land access 
over land ownership. Hall (2007) states that most studies on land reform in 
South Africa to date have taken the form of project case studies, with their key 
contribution being on shifting attention away from production to wider 
distributional effects of land reform, and their findings suggest that in regions 
where few land reform projects have been established the impact has been 
limited. 
2.3 OBSERVATIONS ON LAND REFORM PROGRAMME IN THE SUB-
SAHARAN AFRICA 
Bernstein (2002) states that beyond all observations done with regards to land 
reform, more basic questions have to be asked, such as: 
 What drives the policy agenda and practices of the new wave of land 
reform? 
 What are the effects of land reform policies? 
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Bernstein further argues that responses to the above questions could be 
sketched in the form of involving sociology of knowledge and be applied to 
institutions that are central to the production of development principles. 
Sub-Saharan Africa is generally regarded as representing an idea of an 
enduring crisis of development since the 1970s, in which the ailments of 
statism are marked (World Bank, 1997). The conventional wisdom is that land 
availability and distribution is not an important limitation on productivity 
(Bernstein, 2002). At the same time, the crisis of agricultural production and 
rural poverty has resisted major donor efforts to design a technical solution 
and to overcome the problem of low productivity (Bernstein, 2002). 
South Africa and Zimbabwe are seen as the African countries that have 
extremely unequal distributions of land, structured along the lines where race 
and class closely interact (Bernstein, 2002). They seem to provide a clear 
case for radical land redistribution as an unfinished business of their national 
democratic revolutions. Land redistribution was much debated in South Africa 
during the transition from apartheid when the World Bank advocated the 
market led redistribution of some 30 per cent of land held by the white 
commercial farmers to small black farmers, a target that was taken up in the 
African National Congress manifesto for 1994 elections (Williams, 1996). Little 
land redistribution took place and even impressing commitment to it has faded 
during the current ANC government (Cousins, 2000). 
2.4 WOMEN EMPOWERMENT AND POVERTY ALLEVIATION 
Poverty is understood as a deficiency in an individual’s socio-economic 
capabilities, which include income, access to basic services, access to 
information and social capital (Moletsane et al, 2010). Poverty eradication has 
been a key focus in South Africa’s agenda since the advent of democracy in 
1994. Economic growth, combined with a series of redistribute measures 
carried out by the government, has contributed to a decline in absolute 
poverty, meaning people living under $2.50 per day (Mail & Guardian, 16 
September 2011). 
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According to Kabeer (2010), gender equality and women empowerment is the 
third of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which aimed at improving 
livelihoods. Achieving the goal includes closing the gender gap in education at 
all levels, increasing women’s share of wage employment and empowerment, 
which entails change that includes provision of alternatives which are seen to 
exist. Again, eradication of extreme poverty and hunger is one of the MDGs 
as people are still living in poverty, despite major progress in the world. 
2.5 WOMEN EMPOWERMENT AS A TRANSFORMATIVE PROCESS 
Strandberg (2002) defines women’s empowerment as all the processes where 
women take control and ownership of their lives. This requires an array of 
opportunities to choose among. The understanding of empowerment overlaps 
with the concept of human development, when defined as a process of 
enlarging peoples’ choices. Women’s empowerment has its core elements of 
empowerment, which are: the awareness of gendered power structures and 
gender awareness, self-esteem and confidence. Women empowerment is a 
goal in itself and is broader than human development, in the same way as 
human development is broader than empowerment. Strandberg (2002) further 
argues that while the link between women’s empowerment and human 
development is clear, the relationship is not altogether causal and women’s 
subordination does not arise out of poverty per se.  
2.6 LAND REDISTRIBUTION POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS  
The Minister of Land Affairs that assumed office in 2000 initiated a review of 
the land redistribution programme, placed a moratorium on redistribution 
projects and requested a review of the draft of Land Rights Bill. In February 
2000, in her policy statement, she sketched her vision for land reform and 
lifted the moratorium on redistribution projects. The most significant change 
made to the Land Redistribution Programme is the introduction of Land 
Redistribution for Agricultural Development (LRAD) with two other sub-
programmes of the land redistribution programme.  These are land for 
residential settlement and land for eco-tourism. 
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According to Bernstein (2002), there are various factors in the return of land 
reform to the agenda of development policy and in the justifications and forms 
of new wave reform that may be emphasized in particular contexts of 
interventions.  These include possible combinations of poverty-oriented and 
political reasons in both the underlying purposes and stated objectives of such 
interventions.  
Sender & Johnston (2004) discussed the case of South Africa, where land 
redistribution policies have been strongly influenced by the advice of the 
World Bank which, in the 1990s, recommended a broadly targeted injection of 
state subsidised purchasing power to allow some black South Africans to 
purchase land in the existing land market. According to Sender & Johnston 
(2004) South Africa had no well-defined measures that focussed on the rural 
poor and women and it was predicted that the advice that was given by the 
World Bank would eventually result in a package of state subsidies to a class 
of male black capitalists. The above prediction was confirmed in the 
Integrated Programme of Land Redistribution and Agricultural Development 
(IPLRAD) of October 2000 issued by the Ministry of Agriculture and Lands.    
Gumede (2012) indicates that the South African government has implemented 
many interventions aimed at redressing the legacy of apartheid regarding 
youth and women.  This is particularly so for their inclusion in the broader 
society and economy, as upheld by the introduction of the Promotion of 
Equality and Prevention of Unfair Discrimination Act (2000) and the National 
Policy Framework for Women’s Empowerment and Gender Equality (2000). 
Policies aiming to reduce poverty through women’s empowerment should 
acknowledge that empowerment entails a bottom up approach of ensuring 
women’s ownership of the initiatives (Gumede, 2008). Policies should further 
acknowledge that governments, development agencies and civil society must 
facilitate women’s empowerment through providing encouraging factors and 
addressing the inhibiting factors at individual, group, community and societal 
levels (Gumede, 2011).  
Women’s empowerment should not be limited to a means in policy 
recommendations initiatives but should also be stated as a goal in itself 
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(Hassim, 2005). The United Nations agencies should strengthen efforts to 
develop instruments for measuring economic human development and 
women’s empowerment at national and community levels (Gumede, 2011). 
Government, development agencies and civil society should strengthen 
efforts to develop indicators of women’s empowerment at individual, group 
and societal level (Fifteen Year Review 2008). Poverty reduction initiatives 
should intensify the dialogue and cooperation between governments, 
development agencies and civil society on issues of measurement and 
evaluation (Gumede, 2010). In order to ensure that empowerment process 
are not limited to the individual levels, it is fruitful to couple the empowerment 
approach with a gender mainstreaming approach (Sen, 1998).   
2.7 ACTIONS TAKEN BY SOUTH AFRICA TO ERADICATE POVERTY 
Poverty has grave implications for food security and the most vulnerable to 
poverty and food insecurity are rural people and larger-sized households, 
women and children (Mlambo, 2000). Bonti-Ankomah (2001), writing on food 
security, indicates that there is an estimated food gap, which is the difference 
between what households currently spend on food to the recommended food 
expenditure in South Africa. For a five-member household, an additional 
average income of R553 is needed per month to meet the recommended 
dietary allowance, considering that the average house size is five in South 
Africa, the food expenditure should be increased to ensure a healthy diet for 
each household.  
During 1994-1999, land redistribution in South Africa aimed to provide the 
disadvantaged and the poor with land for residential and productive purposes. 
However, because land was both relatively costly and unavailable in small-
grant-sized parcels, people wishing to acquire land with the grant had to form 
themselves into groups to acquire land (Ntsebeza & Hall, 2007).  
South Africa has participated in international processes, such as, for example, 
the United Nations Millennium Summit in 2000, where South Africa joined 
other nations in signing the Millennium Declaration, which committed the 
international community to working to achieve critical economic and social 
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development priorities, termed Millennium Development Goals, by 
2015(National Planning Commission, 2011). Another action was the 
participation in the Social Security Convention concerning minimum standards 
for Social Security, which sets out the minimum requirements for social 
insurances. South Africa also participated in the launch of the New 
Partnership for Africa Development that was launched in 2001 as a Pan 
African framework of the African Union, aimed at poverty eradication and 
socio-economic development across the continent (Bonti-Ankomah, 2001).  
The introduction of the National Development Plan Vision 2030 by the South 
African government will also assist the government in eradicating poverty.  
The proposal is that the country has to eradicate poverty, measured by the 
degree to which the lives and opportunities of the poorest South Africans are 
transformed in a sustainable manner and by reducing the proportion of people 
living below the poverty line from the current 39 per cent to zero (National 
Planning Commission, 2011). 
2.8 LAND REDISTRIBUTION AND THE ROLE IT PLAYS IN RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
The majority of poor South Africans live in the rural areas (Lahiff, 2003).  
Programmes aimed at poverty relief are in place, including the Integrated 
Sustainable Rural Development Strategy (ISRDS) and the Comprehensive 
Rural Development Programme (CRDP) of 2011, falling under the direction of 
the Department of Rural Development and Land Reform. The ISRDS was 
designed to assist rural communities in building economic opportunities and 
obtain access to social amenities (Ministry for Agriculture and Land Affairs, 
2000). It is further supported by complementary measures, including land 
reform programmes and community based income generation projects. The 
CRDP embodies commitment of the South African government to enable rural 
communities to escape the cycle of poverty and to mobilise partnerships in 
government and the private sector (Ministry for Agriculture and Land Affairs, 
2000). The Department of Rural Development and Land Reform is one of the 
departments that are key role players in poverty alleviation because it has to 
ensure access to land and development in the rural areas. 
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Deininger (1998) argues that land redistribution aims to complement the 
market by providing land for productive and residential purposes to a large 
number of rural blacks who were dispossessed during apartheid and who are 
interested in obtaining land. The fact that the large majority of the rural 
population have never seen a successful and productive small farm and that 
many of the land reform beneficiaries seem to believe that efficient agricultural 
production is possible only on large farms (Deininger, 1998) gives capacity 
building a particularly important role. The South African government is aware 
of the issues and, in response, has set up a number of pilot projects in 
different provinces to accumulate experience and improve land reform 
execution.  
According to Borras (2003), the land reform pilot projects provided a number 
of valuable lessons of focussing on productive projects, decentralising 
implementation and maximising the private sector involvement. These include 
that the land purchase grant represents an important advantage over Brazilian 
and Colombian models by giving land reform beneficiaries the opportunity to 
eliminate the possibility that land reform will inflate land prices; and the lack of 
infrastructure has made effective decentralisations difficult, which resulted in 
confusion on decision-making across projects. Another lesson is that the 
involvement of provincial government in land reform in South Africa could be a 
difficult arrangement and threatens to splinter the land reform programme as, 
where administrative capacity is limited, limited well-established procedures 
and mechanisms exist.  Further where ethnic and political differences 
between provincial and central authorities exist, feelings of animosity and 
distrust are created.  
Ellis (1999) argues that it is widely agreed that a capability to diversify is 
beneficial for households at below the poverty line, though diversification does 
not have an equalising effect on rural incomes. Families are able to diversify 
in more favourable labour markets in the Sub-Saharan Africa than poor rural 
families (Ellis, 1998). Different income sources may have strongly differing 
impacts on rural inequality and unequal land ownership may mean that a 
policy focus on crop income favours the rich above the poor (Ellis, 1999). 
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Sender & Johnston (2004) argues that in all developing countries the poorest 
rural people are small farmers, that improving the basis of business of small 
farmers will improve the prospects for the rural poor and that the rural poor 
are indeed treated as synonymous with small farmers. It is assumed that the 
poor are self-employed farmers and it is also believed that the landless or 
semi-landless rural people, who depend on wages, will always suffer less 
poverty and find more opportunities for seasonal farm wage employment in 
contexts where land is more equally distributed among small family farms.  It 
is argued that in this scenario the income generated is more likely to be spent 
locally on employment intensive rural non-farm products, thereby stimulating 
overall economic development in the rural sector (Sender & Johnston, 2004). 
Increased agricultural production should have effects on other sectors in the 
rural economy, such as higher incomes for farmers, more employment on 
farm as labour demand rises per hectare, more jobs in agriculture, higher 
incomes in the non-farm economy, and increased jobs and incomes in the 
rural economy (Lahiff, 2008).  This, in turn, allows for better nutrition, health 
and increased investment in education among rural populations (Lahiff, 2003).  
2.8.1 THE LAND REDISTRIBUTION PROGRAMME PROGRESS 
The Department of Land Affairs (1997b) highlights that the Land 
Redistribution Programme enables eligible individuals and groups to obtain a 
land acquisition grant to a maximum of R15 000—which  was later increased 
to R16 000 per household—for the purchase of land directly from willing 
sellers, including the state. The DLA prioritises the marginalised and women 
in need for its projects, which should be implemented quickly and effectively. 
The government ensures a geographical spread of projects and a diversity of 
project types, covering different beneficiary sectors, different land issues and 
different tenure arrangements (Department of Land Affairs, 1997). 
According to Vena (2001), the Department of Land Affairs (1997b) is emphatic 
about overcoming discrimination against women. Cooper (1991:224) agrees 
by stating that women are central to improving agricultural production 
because the overwhelming majority of workers who migrate to the town are 
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men, so the most able-bodied people left behind in the areas previously 
regarded as Bantustans are women, who take the responsibility for producing 
food and keeping households going while the men are away. Machete (2004) 
states that Deininger and May (2000) conclude that the land reform 
programme was able to target the poor and was successful in combining 
equity and efficiency. 
Seekings and Natrass (2002) argue that redistribution in the post-apartheid 
South Africa provides empirical evidence of actual implementation of 
redistributive land reform, and that although many of the projects are still in 
the early stages of implementation, the data suggest that land reform was 
able to target the poor. Moreover, the fact that economically successful 
projects reached significantly higher levels of poor people suggests that 
increased access to productive assets could be an avenue for poverty 
reduction. 
Lahiff, et al (2008) gives an outline of the benefits of land redistribution on 
alleviating poverty in four development projects in Limpopo, being Dikgolo, 
Monyamane, Mahlahluvani and Shimange. In the Dikgolo development 
project benefits were received though they were limited and made minor 
contribution to the livelihoods of the members and their households. Benefits 
and livelihood impacts of the Monyamane development project were modest 
in both cash and kind. In the Mahlahluvani development project they also 
benefited as far as livelihoods and poverty alleviation are concerned. Lastly, 
the Shimange development project reported that participants were better off 
since joining the project, though there are few challenges they encountered. 
Land redistribution supporters often come up with the argument that the 
transformation from large scale commercial farming to smaller family farming 
systems generates higher levels of economic growth and contributes this way 
to poverty reduction (Lahiff et al, 2008). By evaluating many land reform 
programmes of the past, experts confirm that land redistribution is a key factor 
for reducing poverty, and those countries that are less successful in rural 
poverty reduction are those countries with unequal land redistribution.  These 
include Brazil, Guatemala and South Africa (Wachter, 2010: 48). 
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2.8.2 LACK OF PROGRESS AND CHALLENGES OF THE LAND 
REDISTRIBUTION PROGRAMME 
There are some challenges to the successful implementation of land reform 
programs, such as the burning of the sugar cane farms in the rural KwaZulu 
Natal (Hay, 1999) and threats of land invasion in the area of Wakkerstroom 
district in Mpumalanga province, where land claims were lodged and still need 
to be resolved (News24, 2001-05-03).  
There are clear differences in the way the land redistribution programme is 
implemented. One variable is the number of households included in the land 
reform project. Deininger and May (2000), explore in more detail the 
characteristics associated with better performance at project level, using three 
attributes, namely: beneficiaries’ willingness to make a cash contribution 
towards the project; the size and management of the project, as indicated by 
the number of participating households; and, lastly, the type of community 
organisation and private sector involvement in project monitoring, as indicated 
by the fact that project received a loan from a third party. 
The critical issues of land reform, according to Hall, Kleinbooi and Mvambo 
(2001) are lack of policy clarity, weak institutions to implement and enforce 
the programs and insufficient budgets. Given that poverty is concentrated in 
rural areas, land reform perhaps needs to be examined. If the agricultural 
output can be increased and if small farms practice more labour intensive 
production, then land reform has the potential to promote growth and equity at 
the same time. Nieuwoudt & Groenewald (2003) argues that there is ample 
evidence that the majority of the rural households in the Eastern Cape live in 
poverty. He further states that food security arises from entitlements that fall 
under trade base, production base, own labour base and inheritance and 
transfer base. Each household tries to achieve food security by employing a 
network of entitlement relations involving exchanges with nature or with 
others, including the state, and food insecurity may arise from a shift in 
exchange mapping, loss of possessions necessary to conduct exchanges or 
failures to effect changes. 
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Nieuwoudt (2003) compared poverty levels in two villages in Middledrift, in the 
Eastern Cape He identified that the majority of households in both villages 
belonged to the ultra-poor category and both villages had large poverty gaps. 
He further identified that the ultra-poor villages depended mainly on 
inheritances and transfers to secure food and that the depth of poverty was 
severe in both villages. The survey data revealed that food security in these 
communities is under threat. He concluded developing agriculture is a 
strategy that should be given priority for food security purposes because most 
rural households have some knowledge of farming and access to some 
agricultural resources. 
Lahiff (2003) argues that, despite the many achievements of land reform 
institutions, land reform in the Eastern Cape faces some challenges, namely: 
limited budgets, lack of policy direction in key areas, inadequate cooperation 
between and within different spheres of government and constraints imposed 
by national land policy itself. The process of acquiring and distributing a 
particular piece of land is often lengthy and this escalates the cost of 
redistribution. Many farms are in a poor state of repair at the point of 
acquisition. It is also evident that there is a decline in productivity on 
redistributed farms. 
Walker (2005) further argues that the initial targets for land redistribution were 
more ambitious than those of restitution and the initial results are 
disappointing. A small number of research projects have highlighted the 
livelihood gains that individual beneficiary households have secured as well 
as the less tangible benefits that can flow to people through secure, 
autonomous rights in land, including feelings of belonging and affirmation of 
identity (Walker, 2005). Most observers are deeply concerned about the slow 
pace of land reform and the uncertain benefits that have accrued to 
beneficiaries and to the nation as a whole (Hall, Jacobs & Lahiff, 2003). 
The programme has been proved to be increasingly flexible, as is supported 
by evidence from KwaZulu Natal where recent research has been done. 
According to Ayuk (2007), research on poverty alleviation and land grants in 
the Uitkyk community in North West, where the interviews were done with 
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individuals, results showed that the land reform programme has not done 
enough to reduce poverty and that nearly 82 per cent of the respondents 
believe that the programme has not led to the reduction of household poverty. 
Very few of the respondents translated the programme into a better quality of 
life for the people. 
Lahiff (2008) reported an evaluation of Magwa Tea in Lusikisiki, a 
development project that was identified as a developmental node for the Wild 
Coast Spatial Development Initiative. Magwa Tea workers and management 
took Magwa Tea out of liquidation through a process that involved the 
purchase of movable assets and the factory, using land acquisition grants 
provided by DLA under its redistribution programme in 1999.   Grants worth 
R9.7million were provided to workers and managers and a trust was formed 
to represent the interests of those claiming to have been removed from land 
to make way for the original plantation. By the mid-2000s problems that had 
plagued Magwa during the homeland era came back, where workers were not 
paid, management was in crisis and allegations of corruption were rife.  The 
DLA claims that Magwa will start to share its profitability with the local 
community within three years by paying rent or through some profit sharing 
agreement (Lahiff, 2008).  It is reported that government fears losing over 600 
full time jobs and seasonal jobs in a job starved rural area and possible 
political effects (Lahiff, 2008). 
Lahiff (2008) argues that very little published data is available on the impact of 
land reform on the agricultural production and livelihoods of beneficiaries due 
to under-utilisation of land, lack of external support and minimal impact on 
livelihoods for most participants and failure of an effective monitoring and 
evaluation programme. He further stated that Deininger and May (2007:17) 
point to the potential of smallholder agriculture to contribute to agricultural 
employment and poverty alleviation, but that, other than demonstrating that 
land reform was successfully targeting the poor, they were unable to provide 
evidence that such potential was realised in practice. These claims are said to 
have been challenged by other authors who argue that beneficiaries lack the 
capital necessary to produce, and that continuity in form of use (especially 
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capital intensive methods) fail to exploit the labour that the poor have 
available. 
Seider (2009) in the 2009 Seminar Report No 20, indicated that in the 
findings, one third of all the land reform in the provinces were locked in 
intractable conflict and that as a result the majority of the members had lost 
interest; more than a quarter of projects had never produced anything since 
beneficiaries had taken ownership of their land; and 55 percent of projects 
had no implements for production and 27 per cent had inadequate 
implements. This raises the possibility that the contribution of land reform to 
livelihoods has been underestimated in some of the studies, as it is the failure 
to realise the objectives of their business plans rather than the potential of 
land reform that is the basis of the apparently low levels of achievement in 
respect of contribution to livelihoods.  
Given the importance of developing a diverse and less subsidy-dependent 
rural sector, a suitably adapted land reform programme could play an 
important role in the restructuring of South Africa’s rural sector. Limited 
progress suggests that much of this potential is as yet unrealised. Increase in 
beneficiary awareness and participation is important and this will lead to a 
more integrated vision that takes account of other programme components 
and puts them into the context of broader rural development goals. The South 
African literature on land reform suggest that outcomes or indicators of 
success in land reform should include improved food security, more income, 
increased well-being, reduced vulnerability and sustainability.  
Deininger (1998) gives us a comparison of approaches taken in three different 
countries that suggest that: 
 Land reform through negotiation can only succeed if measures are 
taken to make the market more transparent 
 Productive projects are a core element of market-assisted land reform 
that is designed to establish economically viable and productive 
projects at a socially justifiable cost 
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 Demand-driven and decentralised implementation needs to be a 
feature 
 Long-run success of land redistribution depends critically on getting 
private sector involved in implementation and the ability to utilise land 
purchase grants. 
2.8.3 CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF SUCCESSES AND FAILURES OF THE 
LAND REDISTRIBUTION PROGRAMME IN EMPOWERING 
WOMEN AND ALLEVIATING POVERTY  
The land redistribution programme is not really a failure but rather has its 
flaws. The Department of Land Affairs (1997b) has identified highlights of the 
Land Redistribution Programme as it argues that acquisition of land grant has 
been successful, whereas Machete (2004) concludes that the programme 
was able to target the poor and succeeded in combining equity and efficiency. 
Seekings and Natrass (2002) argue that there is empirical evidence that 
redistributive land reform has the potential to promote growth, though many 
projects are still in the early stages of the actual implementation. Hall et al 
(2008) also gives an outline of benefits of land redistribution programme in 
alleviating poverty in a number of developmental projects. Wachter, (2010) is 
one of the few authors that argue success with the programme through the 
evaluation of the land reforms of the apartheid era and those after 1994. 
There are a number of authors who feel that the many challenges and lack of 
progress in the land redistribution programme are more prevalent than 
successes. Hall et al (2001) cited the lack of policy, clarity, weak institutional 
capacity to implement and enforce and the budgetary issues as the obstacles 
to successful implementation of land redistribution programme. Sibanda 
(2001) argues that an external review of the Land Reform Support 
Programme in the period of 1994-1999 was done and rated as one of the few 
national programmes that has highlighted the rights and the needs of the rural 
poor. However, although the programme on intended beneficiaries has been 
positive, the number has remained small.  
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Cross and Hornbill (2002) argue that the World Bank dismisses the concerns 
that land reform programme was biased against women on the grounds that 
31 per cent of the surveyed land reform households were female headed. 
Other studies have concluded that women and poor rural women do not 
appear to be gaining any particular benefit from land reform because, 
although some women were registered as formal beneficiaries in some 
groups that acquired land, none of the registered female heads believed that 
they had secure rights to the land concerned in contrast to the rights of their 
male relatives. 
The World Bank failed to provide evidence that poverty was reduced because 
the newly created farms created expanded opportunities for ways of 
unemployment. On the contrary, the evidence on the total recorded profits 
earned on the 87 sampled land redistribution projects indicates that the policy 
of efficient and labour intensive small-scale agricultural production was very 
rarely achieved. No survey results are reported on wage employment 
opportunities created on any farm enterprises established under the land 
redistribution programme or on the ratio of unpaid family labour to wage 
labour inputs in these enterprises. The only available evidence on trends in 
wage employment on farms in South Africa in the period since 1994 suggests 
that the government’s populist announcement on land reform have resulted in 
a surge of wage labour shedding motivated by the employers’ fear of loss of 
control over land. 
Nieuwoudt (2003) argues that evidence shows that the majority of households 
in the Eastern Cape still live in poverty, where the author compares two 
villages in the Middledrift rural town of the Eastern Cape. Lahiff, (2003) also 
mentions the challenge of limited budget, lack of policy directions in key areas 
and lack of cooperation in different government spheres as major challenges 
in the success of the programme. 
According to Sender (2004), the analysis of the evidence concerning land 
reform effects on the poor in Sub-Saharan Africa is difficult as in many of the 
countries undertaking land reform time-series data on drifts in poverty are 
unreliable or absent. That the initial targets for land redistribution were more 
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ambitious than those of restitution and the initial results disappointing are 
indicated by Walker (2005). Ayuk (2007) in his research conducted in North 
West concluded by saying that the programme has done little or not enough 
to reduce poverty, whereas Lahiff (2008) argues that the data available on the 
success of the programme indicates minimal impact of the programme on 
beneficiaries’ livelihoods. Seider (2009) in his 2009 Seminar report indicated 
that many members of communities have lost interest because of the 
intractable conflicts within the projects. 
According to Simbi and Aliber (2000) it may be concluded that, over the last 
decade, redistributive land reform in South Africa has had adverse effects on 
the standard of living of large numbers of the poorest rural people.  There was 
no land acquisition but suffering went up due to declines in the rural wage 
earning opportunities that are crucial for the rural community’s survival. 
2.9 CONCLUSION 
The literature review chapter has covered the research introduction where the 
land reform process and land redistribution programme and their origin are 
briefly outlined. Observations on the land reform programme in the Sub-
Saharan Africa where comparison of the programme effect with other 
countries is done. The issues of women’s empowerment and poverty 
alleviation are also briefly addressed. The progress of the land redistribution 
programme is also reviewed. Equally, the lack of progress and challenges 
encountered in the implementation of the land redistribution programme are 
considered. Finally, critical analysis is made of successes and failures of land 
redistribution programmes in empowering women and alleviating poverty. 
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CHAPTER 3 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
3.1 INTRODUCTION 
Chapter Three, the research methodology chapter, presents the following 
sections. Firstly, the research methodology will be described in terms of the 
research approach that will be utilised in this research and its relevance to the 
study. Secondly, there will be an account of how data will be obtained and the 
data collection method that will be used. Thirdly, the research description will 
be given, followed by, fourthly, an explanation of the reasons or the collection 
of data.  
The fifth issue to be addressed in Chapter Three is a description of the 
interviews as a data collection method and why they are the preferred method 
for the study. The sixth issue to be addressed in this chapter is the 
unstructured interview, which is the qualitative research method that is going 
to be utilised in the research. The seventh section concerns the secondary 
data that will supplement the primary data, with the view of giving reasons 
why are they included in the research. The eighth section concerns data 
analysis with the view of giving reasons for data analysis. 
The ninth section of Chapter Three concerns primary data analysis and the 
methods that will be used to analyse primary data in this study. The tenth 
section will describe how secondary data will be analysed. Finally, the 
conclusion will give the summary of the topics that have been covered in the 
chapter. 
3.2 THE RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
The qualitative approach to research aims at acquiring knowledge more by 
developing an understanding of the phenomena through a deep level 
investigation and analysis of those phenomena. A qualitative study can 
therefore be described as a descriptive form of research, covering an array of 
interpretive techniques that seek to describe, decode, translate and otherwise 
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come to terms with the meaning of naturally occurring phenomena in the 
social world (Collis & Hussey, 2003).   
This research will utilise a qualitative research approach as it is aimed at 
obtaining the insight that explores the way the land redistribution programme 
has contributed in poverty alleviation with regards to women in the Misgund 
development project of Koukamma local municipality. 
Data will be obtained by means of two interviews that will be conducted on 
both men and women in the project and the focus will be on women and the 
change that the project brings in their livelihoods and that of the community of 
Misgund development project. The interviews will be conducted so as to 
answer the research question of how land redistribution since 1996 has 
contributed in poverty alleviation in the Misgund development project, and (in 
turn) to achieve the research objectives. 
Research is the process that involves obtaining scientific knowledge by 
means of objective methods and procedures and research methodology 
considers and explains the logic behind research methods and techniques 
(Welman, Kruger & Mitchell, 2005: 2). When conducting research, research 
methods have to be identified for utilisation when conducting the actual 
research. The research methods adopted will provide the knowledge and 
skills that are needed to solve problems and meet the challenges of the fast 
paced decision making environment that is encountered in the research field 
(Blumberg, Cooper & Schindler, 2011). 
A good research methodology generates dependable data that is derived 
through practices that are conducted professionally and that can be used and 
relied upon. It is further characterised by a purpose that is clearly defined, a 
detailed research process, a thoroughly planned research design, sufficiently 
detailed findings which are tied to data collection instruments and findings 
which are presented unambiguously (Goddard & Melville, 2001).   
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3.3 DATA COLLECTION  
This research will follow a qualitative approach, which aims at recognising the 
socially constructed nature of reality, stressing the relationship between the 
researcher and the object of study as well as to emphasizing the value-laden 
nature of the inquiry but is related to obtaining scientific knowledge by means 
of objective methods and procedures (Welman, Kruger, Mitchel, 2005).  
Welman, Kruger, Mitchel (2009: 292) mention data collection sources which 
are divided into two categories informants and observers. Informants are 
further divided into four categories, being direct participants, observers, 
controls and stakeholders. The researcher will collect data from the direct 
participants in Misgund development project. 
Collis & Hussey (2003) distinguishes between seven types of qualitative data 
collection methods namely: critical incident technique, diaries, focus groups, 
interviews, observation, protocol analysis and questionnaires. Babbie 
(2004:215) mentions that no matter how carefully designed data collection 
instrument is, there is some possibility of an error.   
3.3.1 INTERVIEWS 
The researcher will utilise interviews as a data collection instrument. Gray 
(2009) describes an interview as a conversation between people in which one 
person has the role of the researcher, whilst Collis & Hussey (2003) describes 
interviews as a method of collecting data in which selected participants are 
asked questions in order to find out what they do, think or feel. 
Bryman (2012) describes interviews as the most widely employed method in 
qualitative research because their flexibility makes them attractive. According 
to Blumberg, Cooper & Schindler (2011) interviews are useful as they assist 
the researcher to detect and identify issues relevant to understanding the 
situation especially, if the research problem is in a wide ranging problem area. 
According to Gray (2009) interviews are useful where it is likely that people 
may enjoy talking about their work rather than filling in questionnaires.  It 
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allows people the opportunity to reflect on events without having to commit 
themselves in writing because sometimes they feel the information is 
confidential. Interviews can also serve a number of distinct purposes, 
including as the means of gathering information about a person’s knowledge, 
values, preferences and attitudes. Additionally, interviews can be used in 
conjunction with other research techniques. 
Gray (2009) further gives reasons why interviews are a favoured approach to 
research. They are appropriate when there is a need to attain highly 
personalised data, opportunities for probing are required, a good return rate is 
important and respondents have difficulties in writing. 
3.3.2 UNSTRUCTURED INTERVIEWS 
Welman, Kruger & Schindler (2005) distinguishes between different types of 
interviews, namely: structured interviews, semi-structured interviews and 
unstructured interviews. For this research the researcher will use unstructured 
interviews as a data collection method. Unstructured interviews, which can 
also be referred to as in-depth interviews, are informal and are used to 
explore a general area of interest. These are normally used to identify 
important variables in a particular area, to formulate penetrating questions 
about them and to generate hypotheses for further investigation. This is where 
the researcher can ask questions about sensitive and highly emotional issues 
that cannot do be addressed in other types of interviews (Welman et al, 
2005). 
During the inception phase of the research two key informants will be chosen 
from the members of Misgund development project who will be asked to 
provide information on which project members will provide the required data.  
They will be asked to identify the members with consideration to their 
confidence that will be able to reflect on their experiences, levels of literacy 
and project information as a whole. This will be done to avoid getting 
unnecessary and time consuming data that will not contribute towards 
realisation and achievement of the research objectives.  
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Data will be collected from Misgund development project respondents using a 
tape recorder and a notebook as data collection tools. Both men and women 
will be interviewed so as to collect data on their perception of the Misgund 
development project with regards to land redistribution and its contribution in 
poverty alleviation in women. 
3.3.3 SECONDARY DATA 
To supplement the primary data, relevant scholarly texts, journals articles, 
policy documents, reports, newspapers and magazines articles and internet 
sources will be consulted. Blumberg, Cooper & Schindler (2011) describes 
secondary data as information or data that has already been collected and 
recorded by someone else, usually for other purposes. The strategy of 
supplementing data obtained through primary data collection with secondary 
data can produce interesting data sets.   
Secondary data collection is advantageous in that it saves time and money, is 
usually already available, can be analysed immediately and an answer to the 
research problem can be found in time. It is important though for the 
researcher to identify the potential sources of secondary data and establish 
whether the information the researcher requires to answer the research 
problem is available, where can it be found and whether it is accessible 
(Blumberg, Cooper & Schindler, 2011). 
By compiling a review of research findings that have already been published 
on a particular topic, researchers may become aware of inconsistencies and 
gaps that may justify further research (Welman et al, 2005). Such a review 
enables researchers to indicate exactly what their proposed research fits in 
the topic that they are researching. The literature search should increase the 
researcher’s knowledge of the subject area and the application of different 
research methodologies, as well as help in focusing on the research topic, 
developing and supporting it. It also helps the researcher to determine 
whether the intended project is feasible, or whether it may have to be 
amended in some way (Collis & Hussey, 2003: 84).  
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3.4 DATA ANALYSIS 
De Vos, Strydom, Fouche & Delport (2002) mention that data analysis entails 
the analyst breaking down data into constituent parts to obtain answers to 
research question and to solve problems. Gray (2009: 499) argues that data 
analysis is the process of breaking data down into smaller units to reveal their 
characteristic elements and structure, providing opportunities for new insights 
to be gained from the data.  
3.4.1 PRIMARY DATA ANALYSIS 
The researcher will collect responses or answers from research participants 
and analyse them. Welman, Kruger & Mitchel (2009: 11) argues that in order 
to analyse raw field notes they have to be processed, which entails converting 
the notes into write-ups that can be read, edited for accuracy, commented on 
and analysed. This research will utilize coding, listing, categorising and 
content analysis as data analysis methods. Coding is done with the purpose 
of analysing and making sense of data that has been collected (Maree, 2007). 
Coding is a crucial stage in the process of doing content analysis (Bryman, 
2012). 
Content analysis is a quantitative analysis of qualitative data by making 
inferences about data by systematically and objectively identifying special 
characteristics within them (Welman et al, 2009). It is an approach to the 
analysis of documents and texts, which may be printed or verbal, that seeks 
to quantify content in terms of predetermined categories and in a systematic 
and replicable manner (Bryman, 2012). 
3.4.2 SECONDARY DATA ANALYSIS 
Secondary data analysis is the analysis of data by the researchers who will 
probably not have been involved in the collection of those data, for purposes 
that in all likelihood were not envisaged by those responsible for the data 
collection (Bryman, 2012). Analysis of secondary data serves to perform 
additional in-depth analysis of a sub-set of original data or to apply a new 
perspective or focus to the data (Gray, 2009: 497). The criteria for selecting 
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items of secondary data include: who produced the document, why was it 
produced, is the material genuine and can other evidence corroborate the 
events presented in the document. 
Secondary data analysis offers numerous benefits to students carrying out a 
research project, and they are, cost and time, high quality data, opportunity 
and longitudinal analysis, subgroup analysis, opportunity for cross-cultural 
analysis, more time for data analysis, re-analysis which may offer new 
interpretations and the wider obligations of social researcher (Bryman, 2012).  
After data analysis has been completed, data will be interpreted in order to 
obtain information to address the questions that are identified as the focus of 
the research, thereby achieving aims and objectives of the research and to 
produce recommendations. 
3.5 CONCLUSION  
The research methodology chapter has described the research process in 
depth. Data collection, the research approach that will be utilised in this 
research together with data collection sources and methods have been 
explored.  
Interviews as a chosen data collection method have been described and the 
reasons why have they been chosen have been given. Unstructured 
interviews are used, as the type of the interview to be used, have been 
described and justification given for why will they be utilised. 
Secondary data consultation as a supplement to primary data has been 
discussed and the types of secondary data that will be consulted have been 
listed.  An explanation and justification have been given for the importance of 
consulting secondary data in this research. 
The data analysis process to be used has been described in detail, with 
reference to primary data and secondary data and how the analysis will be 
done and why. 
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CHAPTER 4 
RESEARCH FINDINGS 
4.1 INTRODUCTION 
Chapter Four presents the research findings.   It will cover, firstly, the role of 
women in the Misgund development project with the view to give a clear 
picture of what is taking place in the project with regards to women. Secondly, 
the land redistribution and job creation will be discussed, with the view of 
describing how land redistribution has created jobs in the project. Thirdly, the 
chapter presents a discussion of land redistribution and poverty alleviation 
with the aim of showing how land redistribution has contributed to poverty 
alleviation in the Misgund development project. Fourthly, there will be an 
account of how land redistribution has contributed to changing the people’s 
lives in Misgund. 
The fifth section provides an in-depth exploration of poverty alleviation with 
regards to women. The sixth section presents an account of life in the project 
before the land redistribution programme, where the land redistribution 
programme’s contribution to changing lives of the people of Misgund is dealt 
with in detail. The seventh section is an explanation of land redistribution and 
women’s empowerment. The eighth paragraph deals with women’s inclusion 
in the project as a priority, with the aim of giving reasons why women have to 
be given priority in the development programme. 
The ninth section of Chapter Four presents information on the extension of 
the programme to other communities with the view of presenting ideas on how 
the programme can be extended. The tenth section deals with amendments 
that can be made in the land redistribution programme with the view of 
providing input to the land redistribution policies and their implementation. The 
eleventh section is a critical analysis of the research findings.  
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4.2 THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN THE MISGUND DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECT 
Most women in the Misgund development project are labourers and a few of 
them are heading their teams as supervisors in the teams. There is a large 
number of women working in the project because most of the work that is 
hard labour so it needs too much physical power for women to perform. As a 
result there is a larger number of men than women in the project. 
In the Global Issues (14 March 2010), Barbara Ehrenreich notes that gender 
equality often appears to be limited to allowing women to have equality in the 
man-dominated world.  This means women struggle to have rights to do what 
men do which leads to inequality. 
4.3 LAND REDISTRIBUTION AND JOB CREATION 
With the introduction of the land redistribution programme in the area of 
Misgund, the unemployed women got jobs and many of them became 
beneficiaries in the project. Those who were working outside the area came 
back to find jobs nearer home. The land redistribution programme guarantees 
permanent employment and workers no longer have to worry about their 
wellbeing. Reliable jobs have been created by the land redistribution in the 
Misgund area and the situation has changed completely. At the beginning, the 
project had only 29 permanent employees but now the figure has gone up to 
115 permanent employees and the number is expected to increase in the 
future. 
Women do not only earn less than men but also tend to own fewer assets, 
small salaries and have less control over their household incomes  (Sender, 
2002). These limitations constrain their ability to accumulate capital. Gender 
biases in property and inheritance laws and in other channels of acquiring 
assets also leave women and children at greater risk of poverty (Sender, 
2002). Paid employment for women does not automatically lead to better 
outcomes for children and factors such as the amount of time women spend 
working outside the household, the conditions under which they are employed 
and who controls the income they generate determine how the work 
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undertaken by women in the labour market affects their own well-being and 
that of their children.  
4.4 LAND REDISTRIBUTION AND POVERTY ALLEVIATION 
The Misgund community feels that the land redistribution programme has 
alleviated poverty, because it has created job opportunities for the people of 
the area. They no longer have to go and look for work in other towns outside 
their area because the provision is there for them. They did indicate that, 
before the programme was introduced in the area, many of them were 
unemployed and could not leave their children alone to go to look for job 
opportunities in other areas, so they opted to stay at home and to look after 
their children. Hence, they feel that there is a change with the programme 
introduction. The land redistribution programme has alleviated poverty 
because the unemployed got employment and they now support their families 
financially, take their children to school and save some of the money for their 
future needs. 
According to Poverties Org (2011) the fight against poverty in South Africa is 
supported by the South African Constitution, through social security. The 
reason poverty has been included in the country’s Constitution is because 
around half of the population in South Africa live in poverty. The National 
Survey data provides some evidence to support the conclusion that many of 
the poorest households in South Africa rely on wages received by household 
members who are agricultural labourers or domestic servants (Poverties Org, 
2011). 
4.4.1 HOW LAND REDISTRIBUTION CHANGED THE PEOPLE’S LIVES 
IN MISGUND 
After the people got jobs in the Misgund Development Project they were able 
to give their children better education and a better life and their lives 
completely changed. Apart from getting permanent jobs in the project, people 
in the area are project beneficiaries in the Misgund Development Project, 
which gives them an opportunity to get a share in the project’s profits, known 
as dividends. The dividends change as years progress, because of the 
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development in the project. The dividends and the salaries have changed the 
lives in many households in the sense that the project beneficiaries no longer 
have to worry about income and how to make ends meet. With the project in 
the area, the project management has organised a house to accommodate a 
crèche for small children in the area and the project management is now 
planning to build houses for project beneficiaries as some of them do not own 
houses and are residents in the area. 
People who are relatives of the project beneficiaries also benefit in the project 
by being employed temporarily in the project, so that they also can be able to 
put food on their tables. Because of the land redistribution programme, the 
population of Misgund has grown and neighbouring towns see the area as a 
place where they can get jobs, which has resulted in an influx of people in 
search of jobs. Crime levels are low in the area because of the programme as 
there is only a few people who do not have anything to do. Many people in the 
area have been occupied by employment, including youth, which has reduced 
the levels of crime. 
4.4.2 POVERTY ALLEVIATION WITH REGARDS TO WOMEN 
The introduction of the land redistribution programme in the Misgund area 
brought jobs for women as many households are headed by women. Since 
they were also looking after their children, they could not go out of the area 
and look for jobs, so they opted to stay at home and rely on the child support 
grant. However, now that there is this programme they can add onto what 
they already have in terms of income and make ends meet. As they are 
beneficiaries in the project, poverty has been alleviated because they receive 
salaries and benefit in the form of dividends from the project.  
4.4.3 LIFE BEFORE THE LAND REDISTRIBUTION PROGRAMME 
Before the land redistribution programme’s introduction in Misgund, few 
people in the area were employed and most of them were forced to go out of 
their homes in search of job opportunities. This therefore meant that women 
also were employed elsewhere and had to travel to reach their workplaces. 
Without the land redistribution programme the Misgund community feels that 
32 
 
they would not have been employed today, because they were without 
employment for many years and dependent on child support grants.  This did 
not meet their needs as parents, because they had to see to it that they take 
children to school, buy clothing and provide food for their families. Given that 
most of them were single or widowed, they were not coping with meeting their 
family’s needs. 
4.5 LAND REDISTRIBUTION AND WOMEN EMPOWERMENT 
Women in the project are empowered by attending courses that are offered by 
service providers organised by the project management. The courses they 
attend start from assisting them in their performance at work, financial 
management and running their households. The skills that they are 
empowered with will also assist them in future and the project is looking at 
more empowerment of women in the area for the future. 
The key obstacles to women’s empowerment are threats of violence, abuse 
and labour exploitation.  These issues should be at the heart of any agenda 
which fully recognise the centrality of human security, both as human rights 
requirements and as important to development. Michelle Bachelet, the 
executive director of UN Women, was quoted as stating at a conference in 
Dublin that “As long as women face violence and discrimination, our efforts to 
eradicate poverty, achieve equality and advance human rights and democracy 
will not succeed” (UNICEF 2007 Report). 
With regards to the UN Millennium Development Goals and women, it has 
been pointed out that land tenure property rights and reproductive rights are 
two components of development. UNICEF’s (2007) report on the state of the 
world’s children focussed on the discrimination and disempowerment women 
face throughout their lives and how that impacts  on children’s lives. 
4.5.1 WHY WOMEN’S INCLUSION IS A PRIORITY IN THE PROGRAMME 
Women’s inclusion is a priority in the project because they are the previously 
disadvantaged group, so they are given all the opportunities the project can 
afford to empower them. Most households in Misgund are women headed so 
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they are prioritised when it comes to jobs and other benefits that the project 
can offer, like skills development. As most women in the area are single and 
widowed, they are a priority in the project as far as employment is concerned.  
According to the Centre for American Progress (2014), American President 
Barak Obama indicated that putting an end to extreme poverty requires 
providing opportunities for all individuals, especially women, and in order to 
achieve the above goal a greater emphasis must be placed on gender 
equality and the removal of barriers that disproportionately affect women. He 
further feels that a lot has been done in the fight against poverty, particularly 
since the adoption of the U.N. Millennium Development Goals in 2001, yet 
barriers to prosperity, such as inequality and discrimination against 
populations still remain. Although the poverty rate has declined in many 
developing countries, world-wide the rural populations, ethnic minorities, the 
disabled and women have not benefitted from the rising economic conditions. 
Globally, women own only 1 percent of the property they earn 10 percent of 
all income and yet produce half of the world’s food. President Barak Obama 
further stated that any poverty agenda must focus on women because they 
are 70 per cent of the world’s poor population, comprising two thirds of the 
global illiterate and facing additional difficulties to their economic and social 
well-being, which includes holding vulnerable jobs (Centre for American 
Progress, 2014). 
The priority and focus on women is because the important role of women in 
sustainable development has long been recognised, starting from the 1995 
Beijing Declaration from the United Nations’ Fourth World Conference on 
Women and the 1992 Rio Declaration which recognised that empowering 
women is essential to sustainable development (Kabee,r 2005), however 
gender discrimination continues to be a key driver of poverty (Kabeer, 2010). 
4.6 THE EXTENSION OF THE PROGRAMME TO OTHER 
COMMUNITIES 
The Misgund Development Project beneficiaries feel that if the land 
redistribution programme can be extended to other communities too, many 
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communities can be poverty free communities. They feel that if the 
government can roll out the programme to other communities, communities 
can be free of crime, because one of the causes of crime is poverty and 
unemployment. People will be able to grant their children the education and 
life that each human deserves. 
4.6.1 AMENDMENTS THAT CAN BE DONE IN THE LAND 
REDISTRIBUTION PROGRAMME 
The amendments that can be made in the land redistribution programme 
include provision of workshops for the project beneficiaries so that they know 
their rights with regards to the programme. Beneficiaries have to be contacted 
in the process of deciding the choice of farms to be purchased as they have 
the history of the productive farms in the area and they know those that are 
weak and cannot give them the produce at the expected time. In the case of 
Misgund Development Project, the government did not consult with the project 
beneficiaries. As a result, problems arose with Eve Brand Farms, the first farm 
that was purchased, as it could not give the produce that was expected and  
the decision to purchase another farm was taken. That is when Siyahlula 
Farm was purchased and beneficiaries started to get profit out of the new 
farm thereby getting dividends. 
Hall (1998) identified critical issues in the course of assisting farm workers to 
benefit from land reform, amongst which are the following:. 
 Lack of policy clarity which creates confusion in the relationship 
between various grants of the Department of Land Reform. This results 
in poor rural communities having little or no access to information on 
how to go about acquiring land.  
 The land redistribution programme on its own is very slow.  
 The implementing and enforcing institutions are weak, staff lack 
capacity, and the justice system is not transformed to defend farm 
worker rights which hinders the distribution process.  
 There are changes in the labour market and this causes casualties and 
retrenchment of farm workers as the work is outsourced and 
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employment of labourers is seasonal or on contract, which means 
poverty reduction is not the goal.  
 Land redistribution budget is not sufficient and continues to decline and 
the target of target of government programme is called an “unfunded 
mandate”. 
Experience has shown that there is over-emphasis on securing existing rights 
rather than creating new opportunities, new forms of ownership and a greater 
range of land users, production levels and agricultural methods in rural areas 
(Hall, 1998). There is a shift from a more holistic approach to rural livelihoods, 
in which access to and control of land is a critical ingredient but must be 
linked to programme that clarify rights, support job creation or self-
employment and provide services and infrastructure as conditions for land 
reform, to an approach where the emphasis is on the reduction of poverty 
levels among farm workers (Hall,1998). 
4.6.2 A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF THE RESEARCH FINDINGS  
The Misgund Development Project illustrates many of the successes and 
challenges confronting the redistributive land reform in South Africa. The 
problems that the project encountered when they purchased their first farm 
delayed the project progress, in the sense that it was difficult for them to see 
the profit in the first year because farming is a very complicated field. They 
could not receive dividends in the early stages, yet the expectation from some 
beneficiaries was to get profit in the first year of farming, so the results were a 
disappointment for them.  
Natural disasters took their toll on the project production thereby causing 
further delays as far as profit is concerned. In most cases people do not 
anticipate such natural occurrences when they do their planning, yet they are 
to be considered as they directly affect production. When the project started, 
there was no infrastructure, and the management had to ensure that 
infrastructure is provided before commencement as it was a priority.  
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Employment equity in the Misgund Development Project is a challenge as the 
majority of labourers are men. This is not because there are no women who 
can be employed, but it is rather because the kind of work that is performed in 
the project is not easy for women to perform which leads to men holding 
managerial positions. The lack of some administrative skills to occupy the 
management roles in the project may be the challenge women in the project 
are facing.  
The future of the project looks promising as there are predictions of an 
increase in the number of permanent employees. The dividends are growing 
annually, which means the project is successful in spite of the challenges it 
experiences. The management of the project is looking forward to developing 
the Misgund area as it is planning to build houses for the homeless project 
beneficiaries, which means this will benefit the people of the area. The people 
who are visitors in the area are also benefitting by getting temporary jobs in 
the project, thereby benefitting their families, who are not in the area. 
Misgund Development Project’s involvement in Fair Trade, through the 
Industrial Development Corporation, will be of assistance to the project’s 
growth as the funds they receive through the Fair Trade assist with the other 
aspect of growth in the project.  
The project management is trying their utmost to meet the needs of the 
project beneficiaries and employees through its open communication and 
transparency, which will reduce conflicts and misunderstandings between the 
project beneficiaries and management. Technical and legal problems in the 
purchase of the farms were overlooked and that left the beneficiaries with too 
much paperwork to complete before starting with production, which was one 
of the challenges the project encountered. 
Moletsane et al (2010) indicates that the newly elected South African 
government introduced a number of policies aimed at improving the 
livelihoods of all South Africans, particularly those that have been previously 
disadvantaged during the apartheid era. Hence Thabo Mbeki’s speech in 
2001,  
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“We have come from a rather desperate situation over 300 years 
of colonialism and apartheid, and those centuries produced a 
major disaster for South Africa. So we are starting from a very 
low base, one characterised by poverty among millions of 
people, therefore the majority of the population has conditions of 
underdevelopment…”. (Matube, 2005).  
Jayne, Yamano, Weber, Tshirley, Benfica, Neven, Chapoto & Zulu (2005) 
argues that land is the most important asset in primarily agrarian rural 
societies and inequality in land distribution has been found to have a strong 
inverse relationship with economic growth and poverty reduction. Inequality in 
land distribution has been found to negatively affect future economic growth 
and, even in the process of growth, poor households appear to benefit less 
than non-poor households when income and assets are distributed unequally. 
4.7 CONCLUSION 
The research findings chapter has covered the role of women in the Misgund 
development project. Land redistribution and job creation have been 
explored., along with the issue of land redistribution and poverty alleviation in 
the area. Consideration of land redistribution and the way it has changed the 
lives of people in Misgund described the successes of the programme in 
alleviating poverty, thereby changing lives of the community.  
The contribution of the programme towards alleviating poverty with regards to 
women has been explored. The chapter has also given an outline of the way 
people’s lives were in Misgund before the land redistribution programme and 
how they have changed. Land redistribution and women’s empowerment and 
inclusion in the project to ensure that women are prioritised and empowered 
has been included and has been explored. The extension of the programme 
to other communities and how it could benefit others has been looked at, as 
have amendments that can be made to the land redistribution programme as 
advice and input to the land reform policy and its implementation. A critical 
analysis of the research findings has been done, with the inclusion of   
information from other scholars. 
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CHAPTER 5 
RECOMMENDATIONS  
5.1 THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN THE PROJECT 
Employment equity needs to be considered in the Misgund development 
project, especially at the management level.  
Work that will be easier for women can be devised so as to accommodate 
women, especially older women who cannot perform very hard work that 
is being performed in the farm, because they also need income for their 
families. 
More skills development training is required to expose women to other 
areas that may be of interest to them in the project and assis t them in 
doing administrative work. 
5.2 LAND REDISTRIBUTION AND JOB CREATION 
There has to be job security in the form of an unemployment fund for job 
sustainability and to cater for death of a beneficiary.  
A retirement fund has to be established for the benefit of the 
beneficiaries’ families, in the case of a beneficiary that retires.  
More transparency and open communication is necessary on the 
management side so as to ensure that all the parties are represented in 
the decision making process.  
5.2.1 LAND REDISTRIBUTION AND POVERTY ALLEVIATION 
 More administrative or supervisory work for the women has to be 
initiated in the project so as to develop opportunities for other women. 
 Employment of more women to alleviate poverty in the households 
that are women headed.  
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 Sustainability of the alleviated poverty through job security and 
retirement fund or pension fund for all the employees and project 
beneficiaries. 
 Promoting smallholder agricultural growth can be an effective strategy 
to reduce rural poverty and income inequality. 
5.2.2 THE CHANGE IN PEOPLE’S LIVES BROUGHT ABOUT BY LAND 
REDISTRIBUTION 
 Lives can be further improved by provision of bursary or scholarships, 
from the extra funds that the project is getting from the Industrial 
Development Corporation This will benefit the beneficiary’s children, 
enabling them to apply the skills they have acquired to the project and 
sustain the project for the next generation. 
 As the dividends are growing annually, there can be a fund that can be 
set aside for children who want to study agriculture, so as to ensure 
continuity and ownership of the development project in the area. This 
can also help the future generations. 
 The beneficiary’s relatives can be the priority to be granted permanent 
jobs first instead of people coming from other places, for sustainability 
and ownership of the project. 
 Grooming of youth with regards to ownership and shareholding in the 
project can also assist with the growth and maintenance of the 
development project.  
 Seminars with project beneficiaries will give them the information they 
need to kick start and drive the project development along the right 
path. 
 The situation in Misgund brings to mind that there are no simple 
solutions to poverty and that engagement between researchers, policy 
makers and broader society is imperative so that all parties can make a 
contribution in improving the lives of all South Africans because being 
poor should matter to everyone. 
40 
 
5.2.3 POVERTY ALLEVIATION WITH REGARDS TO WOMEN 
 The project management has to ensure that each and every woman 
headed household has a person permanently employed in the project 
to avoid recurring poverty line. 
 Performing women can be offered managerial positions as a form of 
motivation and an additional income to them. 
5.2.4 LIFE BEFORE THE LAND REDISTRIBUTION PROGRAMME 
 More permanent employment of Misgund residents can make life 
easier and make the area a crime free area. 
 The land redistribution programme can be meaningful if it can be 
carried over by the youth in the area for future generations, which 
means youth engagement in the project activities is of importance. 
5.2.5 LAND REDISTRIBUTION AND WOMEN EMPOWERMENT 
 More empowerment of women through skills development can alleviate 
poverty further than it has already done. 
 Management positions for women can be motivational and lead to hard 
work and commitment on the part of women working and benefitting in 
the project. 
 Follow up developmental sessions with management so as to ensure 
that the skills development has an impact in the performance of women 
beneficiaries.  
 Mentoring of women so as to be up to date with the work and 
performance expected from them can be very useful. 
5.3 WOMEN’S INCLUSION AS A PRIORITY IN THE PROJECT 
 Women’s inclusion in decision making in the project can develop a 
sense of ownership and belonging, as they are the previously 
disadvantaged group. 
41 
 
 Prioritization of women with regards to employment to redress the past 
mistakes. 
 Follow up meetings by leading stakeholders to check if the parties 
involved are satisfied with the way the project is run. 
 According to the Moletsane et al (2010) it is important that countries 
understand that policies which are gender sensitive offer an opportunity 
to link gender equality. 
5.4 THE EXTENSION OF THE PROGRAMME TO OTHER 
COMMUNITIES  
 Marketing of the programme by the social development and land affairs 
sections in government departments to raise awareness in the 
communities can assist other communities in alleviating poverty 
 Community Development Workers (CDWs) can hold Imbizos in the 
communities, to raise awareness, as many communities do not know 
where to go to apply for the grant. 
 Local Municipalities, with the use of councilors, can also hold hands 
with CDW’s and government departments and make one huge 
roadshow to introduce the land redistribution programme. 
 Community engagement with regards to the weak farms and 
productive farms that can be purchased by the Land Affairs 
Department, to speed productivity. 
5.5 AMENDMENTS SUGGESTED IN THE LAND REDISTRIBUTION 
PROGRAMME 
 To raise awareness of rights in the communities and rights of women in 
the programme and community at large. 
 Workshops in the communities to find out prior knowledge and to give 
community members new knowledge and correct some perceptions 
about the programme . 
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 Consultation with the community before the inception of the 
programme, so as to gain their loyalty and have some idea of how they 
want the whole programme to be approached, especially with the 
history of the land to be purchased and challenges that the department 
can come across when purchasing the land. 
 Further consultation to determine the direction that the previous 
engagements took before the actual implementation. 
 Mentoring of the underdeveloped farmers by experienced farmers, so 
as to assist with proper implementation of funded projects. 
 The land redistribution grant or funding to be made available to the 
profitable farms with a success history. 
 Hall (1998) recommends that investments in the transformation of the 
justice system and rural governance institutions are needed if land 
reform programmes are to be successful. 
 Decentralisation of responsibility to local government needs to be 
matched by devolved powers and budgets 
 There should be planning at local level if responses are to be 
appropriate and institutions accountable to local population 
 Communication between government, non-governmental organisations 
and farm worker communities need to be rethought in order for farm 
workers to be informed of their options and the ability to access and 
defend their rights.  
According to Deininger (1998), land redistribution programme shortcomings 
can be addressed by making land redistribution more demand driven; 
incorporating current land owners in a more systematic manner in the 
beneficiary selection process; elaboration of farm plans and the use of 
technical assistance. Beneficiaries have to adopt the applicable regulations 
and envisage that a land use plan should lay out the farm model and 
understanding of the target group’s specific needs and ambitions and of the 
productive opportunities in given local areas. 
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CHAPTER 6 
CONCLUSION 
6.1 INTRODUCTION 
The literature review chapter has covered the research introduction where the 
land reform process and land redistribution programme and their origin are 
briefly outlined. Observations of land reform programme in Sub-Saharan 
Africa are included where the focus is comparison of land reforms in different 
African countries. Women empowerment and poverty alleviation are also 
included where the focus on them is briefly stated. Land redistribution policy 
recommendations are also inclusive aiming at giving inputs for the 
improvement of the programme.  Actions taken by South Africa to eradicate 
poverty has also been included with the aim of highlighting the role the 
country has played so far in alleviating poverty through the land redistribution 
programme.  
The role that land redistribution programme plays in rural development is also 
included with the aim of looking at how the programme has improved rural 
areas. The progress of the land redistribution programme is also given. Lack 
of progress and challenges encountered in the implementation of the land 
redistribution programme are discussed, with reference to scholarly articles. A 
critical analysis of successes and failures of the land redistribution programme 
in empowering women and alleviating poverty is also provided..  
The research methodology chapter has covered the introduction, where the 
research process has been described in depth. Data collection, which 
included the research approach, utilised in this research, together with data 
collection sources and methods were explored. Interviews as a chosen data 
collection method were described and the reasons why have they be chosen. 
Similarly, unstructured interviews were discussed.  . 
Secondary data consultation as a supplement to primary data and the types of 
secondary data that were consulted have been listed and explained.. The 
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data analysis process has been described in detail, with primary data and 
secondary data and how and why will it be done. 
The research findings chapter has covered the following issues. Firstly, the 
role of women in the Misgund development project was considered. Secondly, 
land redistribution and job creation were described. Thirdly, land redistribution 
and poverty alleviation were explained, with the view of indicating how land 
redistribution has contributed in poverty alleviation in the area. The fourth 
issue is how land redistribution has changed the lives of the people in the 
area where evidence that the programme has alleviated poverty is shown. 
The fifth topic was poverty alleviation with regards to women, and the sixth 
topic was life before government introduced the programme in Misgund. The 
seventh issue that was discussed was land redistribution and women 
empowerment, with the view of showing how women in the project have been 
developed since the inception of the project. The eighth is women’s inclusion 
as a priority in the programme, so as to give reasons why women have to be 
included in the programme. The ninth is the extension of the programme to 
other communities, where reasons why there is a feeling that this land 
redistribution programme has to be extended to other communities are given. 
The tenth are the amendments that can be made in the land redistribution 
programme, to give suggestions on the things that can be done, having 
experienced the programme in Misgund and how it can be improved. The 
eleventh is the critical analysis of the research findings with the view to give 
the researchers own analysis of the land redistribution programme in 
Misgund. Lastly, the recommendations on the challenges experienced, based 
on the research findings, have been given for each theme of the findings.  
6.2 CONCLUSION 
The first chapter of this research report covers the introduction of the report, 
whereby all the topics that are in the report have been given in detail. The 
second chapter is the literature review, which covers the background of the 
land redistribution programme as the focus of this research report, 
observations on the land redistribution in the Sub-Saharan Africa aiming at 
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comparing South Africa’s programme and other African countries, women 
empowerment and poverty alleviation, women empowerment as a 
transformative process, land redistribution policy recommendations, actions 
taken by South Africa to eradicate poverty through the land redistribution 
programme, land redistribution and the role it plays in rural development, land 
redistribution programme progress, lack of progress and challenges 
encountered in the implementation of the programme and the critical analysis 
of successes of the programme and of the whole issues addressed in the 
chapter with the view of exploring other scholarly articles, journals, 
newspapers and magazines consulted that have done the research on the 
programme. 
The third chapter concerns the research methodology, which addresses data 
collection and the research approach; interviews as a data collection method; 
unstructured interviews as the type of interviews that were utilised when 
conducting this research. Secondary data was also discussed with the aim of 
supplementing the primary data collected, as was data analysis of both 
primary and secondary data. 
The fourth chapter deals with the research findings where the aims of the 
research are achieved and the following topics have been covered: the role of 
women in the project; land redistribution and job creation; land redistribution 
and poverty alleviation; how land redistribution changed the lives of Misgund 
people; poverty alleviation with regards to women, life before the land 
redistribution programme, women empowerment and prioritisation in the 
project; the extension of the project to other communities and land 
redistribution policy amendments and critical analysis of the research findings. 
Chapter Five covers research recommendations where land redistribution 
policy recommendations on the role of women in the project, land 
redistribution and job creation, change that the programme is capable of doing 
in changing lives of the rural communities, poverty alleviation with regards to 
women, life before the programme, women inclusion and prioritisation in the 
programme, extension of the programme to other communities and 
amendments that can be done to improve the programme. 
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The sixth and the last chapter is the conclusion, where a summary of all the 
topics covered in the research report is given.  
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GLOSSARY 
Bantustan is a partially self-governing area set aside during the period of 
apartheid for a particular indigenous African people. 
Bursary is a monetary award made by an institution to individuals or groups 
of people who cannot afford to pay full fees. 
Community development is the way of strengthening civil society by 
prioritising the actions of communities and their perspectives in the 
development of social economic policy, seeking to empower local 
communities, helping people to recognise and develop their ability and 
potential and organise themselves to respond to problems and needs which 
they share. 
Community Development Worker is a person who helps the community to 
bring about social change and improve the quality of life in their local area. 
Development is the efforts that seek to improve the economic well-being and 
quality of life for a community 
Empowerment is the process by which those who have been denied the 
ability to make choices acquire such an ability. 
Feminism is a collection of ideologies aimed at defining, establishing and 
defending equal political, economic and social rights for women. 
Gender refers to the array of socially constructed roles and relationship, 
personality traits, attitudes, behaviours, values, relative power and influence 
that society describes to two sexes on a differential basis. 
Homeland is a state or a region that is closely identified with a particular 
people or ethnic group. 
Household is a domestic unit consisting of a family who live together along 
with non-relatives. 
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Imbizo is a forum for enhancing dialogue and interaction between 
government and communities, highlighting people’s concerns and grievances, 
often organised for social and political purposes. 
Labourers are people who work with their hands and engage in manual 
labour. 
Livelihoods is a means of supporting one’s existence, especially financially, 
extending to making a living with people’s capabilities to secure necessities in 
life. 
Poverty is the state in which a person or a community lacks financial 
resources and essentials enjoy a minimum standard of life. 
Rural development is a process of improving the quality of life and well-being 
of people living in a relatively isolated and sparsely populated area. 
Scholarship is a financial aid provided to a scholar because of his/her 
academic merit. 
Sustainable development is a development that meets the needs of the 
present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their 
own needs.   
Transparency is openness, where everyone has a right to know.                  
Widow is a woman whose spouse has died and who has not remarried. 
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